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Rockville’s residents believe 
their city has high-quality, se-
cure neighborhoods where they 
can raise children and retire, that 
Rockville is respectful to differ-
ent cultures and beliefs, and is 
a city committed to creating a 
welcoming community for all 
backgrounds.

Ninety-four percent of resi-
dents responding to the city’s 10th 

Why You Love Rockville: Residents Feel Safe, Secure and Welcome
2018 Community Survey Responses Yield High Scores for Quality of Life

biennial survey said their quality 
of life in Rockville was excellent 
(39 percent) or good (55 percent).

Results from the 2018 City of 
Rockville Community Survey 
were presented to the Mayor and 
Council at their March 25 meet-
ing. The scores help identify areas 
where the city can improve ser-
vice to its residents and also plan 
for the future. 

“The survey … permits 
Rockville residents to make judge-
ments about the quality of life 
here, and to indicate what they 
like about and what can improve 
in the community,” the survey’s 
preface states.

The highest-rated services 
from the city were recycling and 
trash, yard-waste collection, the 
appearance of city parks, and ser-

vice from the Rockville City Police 
Department. Eighty-seven percent 
of residents rated the overall qual-
ity of services in Rockville as good 
or excellent, and eight out of 10 
reported that they felt safe in the 
city.

The survey compares 
Rockville’s results to more than 
500 other jurisdictions nationwide 

continued on pg. 3…

More than 25 regional and na-
tional performing artists return 
to Rockville Town Center this 
Memorial Day weekend, along 
with the best of local food, for the 
Hometown Holidays Music Fest.

The 31st annual free festival will 
feature four stages of entertain-
ment, the Taste of Rockville, “the 
beach” sand pile and activities for 
kids, from noon-8 p.m. Saturday, 
May 25 and Sunday, May 26.

Saturday’s entertainment 
schedule will include a taste of 
New Orleans on the Bud Light 
Stage with the swamp rock of 
New Orleans Suspects from 4:30- 
6 p.m. and the Crescent City funk 
of Dumpstaphunk from 6:30-8 p.m. 
Also Saturday, The Black Lillies, 
from Knoxville, Tennessee, will 
bring their Americana, rock, blues 
and soul sound to the Maryland 
Avenue Stage from 6:30-8 p.m.

New Jersey’s Remember Jones 
performs pop, soul and rock tunes 
on the Maryland Avenue Stage 
from 4:30-6 p.m. Sunday, followed 
by the Americana and rock ‘n’ roll 
of Nashville, Tennessee’s Them 
Vibes from 6:30-8 p.m.

On Sunday, the Bud Light 
Stage will have a local flavor with 
Lloyd Dobler Effect (2-3:30 p.m.), 
Kelly Bell Band (4:30-6 p.m.) and 

City Completes 6 
Taft Court Purchase
New Facility Will  
Accommodate Mainte-
nance and Emergency 
Operations Services

The City of Rockville has 
completed the purchase of 
6 Taft Court in Rockville, a 
64,995-square-foot, three-
story building on 2.29 acres 
of land, where the city will 
relocate its maintenance and 
emergency operations from 
the maintenance facility on 
Rothgeb Drive.

The operations have out-
grown the current facility 
on Rothgeb Drive, which is 
aging, too small and does 
not meet accessibility stan-
dards. The original struc-
ture was not designed to 
accommodate maintenance 
and emergency operations 
services.

The city paid $5.88 mil-
lion for the property to the 
former owner, M8 Property 
Group, LLC — $220,000 less 
than the appraised value.

The building will house 
services that include snow 
removal; street mainte-
nance; recycling and trash; 
parks and facilities main-
tenance; water, sewer and 
stormwater maintenance; 
and other public services. 

The property is located 
at the far eastern end of 
Taft Court, adjacent to the 
city’s maintenance yard at 

continued on pg. 5…

Hometown Holidays to Bring 
Rock, Reptiles and Revelry 
Four Stages of Music, Local Food Favorites 
and Parade Return May 25-27

The Nighthawks (6:30-8 p.m.). 
Many other local acts, including 
Jah Works and 8 Ohms Band, will 
also be returning.

The Town Square Stage will of-
fer family fare. Get up close with 
the live animals of Reptiles Alive! 
from 1:15-2 p.m. and 2:30-3:15 
p.m. Saturday. Rock out to origi-
nal songs about the adventure 
of growing up by Here Comes 
Trouble from 3:45-4:30 p.m. and 
5-5:45 p.m. Sunday.

Find the full schedule at www.
rockvillemd.gov/HTH. Visit “City 
of Rockville Hometown Holidays” 
on Facebook, where a new musical 
act will be profiled each week on 
#MusicMonday.

The city’s 75th annual 
Memorial Day Ceremony and 
Parade will take place from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. Monday, May 27, in Town 
Center. Applications to participate 
in the parade or to highlight your 
community group with a booth 
during the music festival are avail-
able at www.rockvillemd.gov/
HTH. From the top navigation bar, 
select “Sponsors and Participants,” 
then “Event Participants.”

The festival is just a five-min-
ute walk from the Rockville Metro 
station and parking is available 
throughout Town Center.    

Rising to Command
Seilhamer Promoted to Lieutenant

Jan Seilhamer was pro-
moted to the rank of lieuten-
ant on March 25, becoming 
the first woman to attain com-
mand level at Rockville’s police 
department.
Tell us a bit about how 
you chose a career in law 
enforcement.

I have been a police officer 
for 23 years. I joined the U.S. 
Army after graduating high 
school in Maryland and served 
in Iraq during Operation Desert 
Storm with the 101st Airborne 
Division. After my military ser-
vice, I began my career with the 
Little Rock (Arkansas) Police 

Department in January 1996, 
first as a dispatcher and then as 
a police officer. I quickly real-
ized that I belonged on the other 
side of the radio. Sometimes 
I felt helpless listening to of-
ficers respond to calls as I sat 
in the radio room. I eventually 
moved back to Maryland to 
join the Rockville City Police 
Department in July 1999. 
Growing up, being a police of-
ficer was the furthest thing from 
my mind. I wanted to be able to 
do more to help those who were 
requesting our assistance. I have 
lost close friends and co-workers 

continued on pg. 12…

The State Highway Admin- 
istration is hosting public work-
shops across Montgomery and 
Prince George’s counties this 
month about a proposed project to 
widen interstates 270 and 495, in-
cluding a workshop in Rockville 
on Thursday, April 25.

The Rockville workshop 
will be 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Thomas 
S. Wootton High School, 2100 
Wootton Parkway. It will include 
informational displays, handouts, 
and interactive and hard-copy 
mapping. SHA staff will be avail-
able to answer questions. The 
same information will be pre-

State to Host Workshops on Proposed 
I-270/I-495 Widening Project

sented twice: once at 6:30 p.m. and 
again at 7:30 p.m., providing an 
overview of progress on the pro-
posed project, and time for ques-
tions and answers. Comments 
will be accepted at the workshops 
and online at https://495-270-p3.
com/your-participation/provide-
feedback. If you cannot attend, 
a virtual workshop will also be 
available on the program website 
starting April 11.

SHA presented 19 alterna-
tives for the project in July. Since 
then, the state has reduced the 
number to seven recommended 

continued on pg. 4…
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INFORMATION SESSIONS
Learn about the draft Comprehensive Plan’s content and pro-
cess; ask questions: 6-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 30 and 9:30 
a.m.-noon, Saturday, May 11 at City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Testify on the draft plan. Each public hearing begins at 7 
p.m. in the Mayor and Council chambers at City Hall, 111 
Maryland Ave.

Wednesday, May 15
Wednesday, May 22
Tuesday, June 4

Written testimony can be submitted:
By mail: City of Rockville Planning Commission, c/o Cindy 
Kebba,  111 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850.
By email: planning.commission@rockvillemd.gov.

Public Hearings Set 
for Rockville’s Draft 
Comprehensive Plan
Information Sessions Beforehand 
Will Discuss Content and Process

• Preserves and protects what residents enjoy most 
about Rockville.

• Identifies areas of the city where future growth 
should be directed.

• Encourages new housing types, based on the needs 
and desires of the community.

• Strategically plans for areas of the city that 
are unique assets, e.g., Rockville Town Center, 
Montgomery College and other activity nodes.

• Encourages walkability to gathering places, retail 
businesses, transit services and civic amenities.

• Plans for a transportation system that offers mul-
tiple options for moving throughout Rockville and 
connecting to the broader region. 

• Supports the development of parks and open spac-
es, particularly in areas where there are current 
deficits and where population is rapidly increasing.

• Establishes strong policies to move Rockville to-
ward a more sustainable and environmentally 
sound future.

• Enhances the character of Rockville by safeguard-
ing its physical and cultural heritage through a 
well-established historic preservation program.

• Establishes economic development as a new and 
important component of the plan.

• Guides the orderly annexation of land into the city.

What Does the Draft Plan Do?

Kicked Off: 
May 9, 2015

BY THE NUMBERS 
How the Rockville 2040 process engaged 
the public and how that informed the 
Comprehensive Plan.

A KICK-OFF MEETING began the pub-
lic Rockville 2040 process on MAY 9, 2015. 
More than 50 members of the community at-
tended, along with members of the Mayor and 
Council, Planning Commission, and city staff 
from several departments. Participants re-
viewed the 2002 plan vision and principles and 
offered suggestions for the new plan.

TRENDS REPORTS were de-
veloped by staff and a consultant 
and presented to the Planning 
Commission and community.

LISTENING 
SESSIONS 
were held in 
2015-2016 in 
each of the 

planning areas and with community groups, 
including students at the three high schools, 
Montgomery College, the Rockville Senior 
Center, the business community and several 
ethnic advocacy organizations. The results 
were compiled into two booklets: “What You 
Said” and “What You Wrote,” which were pre-
sented to the Planning Commission in 2016.

CITYWIDE 
FORUMS were 
held in spring 
2016, attended 

by more than 120 people.  Attendees devel-
oped policy statements to help guide how the 
plan was drafted. The results of the forums 
were presented to the Planning Commission.

OPEN  
HOUSES were 
held in January 
2018 to pres-
ent draft policy statements and plan concepts. 
More than 100 members of the commu-
nity interacted with staff and gave feedback. 
Results of the open houses were presented to 
the Planning Commission.

Many additional meetings were held with 
neighborhood groups, property owners and 
other interested parties to gain input and ex-
plain the process.

are complete, the Planning 
Commission will hold a 
series of work sessions to 
revise the plan, based on 
testimony received from the 
community. 

The commission will then 
turn to the second part of 
the draft plan, the planning 
areas. This portion will ad-
dress neighborhood-level 
planning issues and include 
policies that are location 

The Rockville Planning 
Commission has set three 
public hearing dates for its 
draft of the Comprehensive 
Plan.

The public hearings 
will all be held at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, May 15, 
Wednesday, May 22 and 
Tuesday, June 4.

The Planning Commission 
approved the draft plan for 
release for public comment on 
Monday, March 13. It can be 
found at www.rockvillemd.
gov/Rockville2040. 

Before the public hearings, 
the Planning Commission 
and staff will hold interactive 
information sessions to help 
the public understand the 
contents of the draft plan, and 
answer questions about the 
plan’s content and process. 

Information sessions will 
be held 6-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 30 and 9:30 a.m.-noon, 
Saturday, May 11 at City Hall, 
111 Maryland Ave.

The draft comprehensive 
plan is based on three years of 
feedback from the communi-
ty, derived through numerous 
listening sessions, citywide 
forums, open houses and oth-
er meetings. The last citywide 
Comprehensive Plan was 
adopted in 2002; it since has 
been updated by the adoption 
of several neighborhood plans 
and other amendments.

The first portion of the 
draft plan comprises the ele-
ments: individual chapters on 
10 broad citywide topic areas, 
including land use, transpor-
tation, recreation and parks, 
community facilities, environ-
ment, water resources, eco-
nomic development, housing, 
historic preservation, and mu-
nicipal growth. The draft also 
includes a vision statement 
and key principles that pro-
vide the foundation for policy 
statements in each element.

Once public hearings 

What is a Comprehensive Plan?
A comprehensive plan establishes a vision for the 

community’s future. Managing change and preserv-
ing what’s important to the community are priorities. 
Where change is already happening, the plan attempts to 
ensure that the change will be beneficial. Where change 
is wanted but not yet taking place, the plan can help 
bring about the desired change.

State law requires that all jurisdictions in Maryland 
have a comprehensive plan. The plan must be consistent 
with all state requirements, including incorporating state 
visions and required elements, and following procedural 
requirements such as soliciting public input and review-
ing and updating the plan on a regular basis.

A development concept from the public hearing draft of the Comprehensive Plan.

specific, yet consistent with 
the broader policies of the 
elements. A similar public 
testimony and work session 
process will follow. 

At the completion of 
the Planning Commission 
process, the two portions of 
the draft plan, the elements 
and the planning areas, 
will be sent together to the 
Mayor and Council as the 
Planning Commission Draft 
Comprehensive Plan and the 
Mayor and Council will be-
gin their own review, which 
will also include public 
hearings.

For more information 
or to view the plan, visit 
www.rockvillemd.gov/
Rockville2040 or contact 
planner Cindy Kebba at 240-
314-8233. A hard copy of the 
plan is available to view at 
City Hall.  
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Mayor Bridget 
Donnell Newton
240-314-8291 
bnewton@ 
rockvillemd.gov

Councilmember 
Beryl L. Feinberg
240-314-8293 
bfeinberg@ 
rockvillemd.gov

Councilmember 
Virginia D. Onley
240-314-8294 
vonley@
rockvillemd.gov

Councilmember 
Mark Pierzchala
240-314-8292 
mpierzchala@
rockvillemd.gov

Mayor & Council
mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov

Get Involved with the City 
Stay informed of the busi-

ness before city leaders and 
share your thoughts: 
• Follow the action in person: 

Meetings are at 7 p.m. on 
most Mondays, at City Hall, 
111 Maryland Ave., or follow 
from home on channel 11. 

• Stop by a drop-in session: 
The mayor and one council-
member meet with commu-
nity members one Monday 
each month from 5:30- 
6:30 p.m.  

• Speak at Community 
Forum (up to three min-
utes): Community Forum is 
held during each Mayor and 
Council meeting. Priority is 
given to speakers who have 
signed up in advance by calling 
240-314-8280 by 4 p.m. on 
the day of the meeting, and to 
those who are speaking on an 
agenda item.

• Send an email to mayorand 
council@rockvillemd.gov.

• Testify at a hearing or in writ-
ing to cityclerk@rockvillemd. 
gov or by mail to the City 
Clerk’s Office, Rockville 
City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave., 

STAY INFORMED: The Mayor and Council meeting schedule and agendas can be found 
at www.rockvillemd.gov/mayorcouncil. Staff reports with background information are includ-
ed with the agendas, which are posted several days before each meeting. 

Rockville, MD 20850. 
• Volunteer to be on a board or 

commission. Learn more below 
and find other ways to give of 
your time and talents at www.
rockvillemd.gov/volunteer.

Boards and Commissions
Anyone interested in serving 

on a board or commission may 
write to: Mayor and Council, 111 
Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 
20850, call 240-314-8280, or fill 
out and submit an expression of 
interest form at www.rockville 
md.gov/boardscommissions.   
Note: Meetings are held at City 
Hall, 111 Maryland Ave., unless 
otherwise noted.

• April 2 Board of Supervisors of 
Elections 6 p.m.

• April 2 Asian Pacific American 
Task Force 7:30 p.m.

• April 4, 11, 18, 25 Dev-
elopment Review Comm. 9 a.m. 

• April 4 Environment Comm. 7 p.m.
• April 6 Board of Appeals 9 a.m.
• April 9 Human Services 

Advisory Commission 6:30 p.m.
• April 10 Landlord-Tenant 

Commission 6 p.m.
• April 10 Cultural Arts Comm. 

7 p.m., Rockville Senior 
Center, 1150 Carnation Drive. 

• April 10, 24 Planning 
Commission* 7 p.m. 

• April 11, 25 Boards and 
Commissions TaskForce 7 p.m., 

• April 16 Rockville Seniors, 
Inc. 2 p.m., Rockville Senior 
Center, 1150 Carnation Drive.

• April 17 Rockville Sister City 
Corporation 7 p.m. 

• April 18 Historic District 
Commission 7:30 p.m.

• April 23 Board of Supervisors 
of Elections 8 a.m.

• April 24 Rockville Housing 
Enterprises 6:30 p.m., David 
Scull Courts Community 
Center, 1133 First St.

• April 24 Human Rights 
Commission 7:30 p.m.

• April 25 Recreation and Park 
Advisory Board 7 p.m., Lincoln 
Park C.C., 357 Frederick Ave.

*Televised on Rockville 11.

Vacancies 
The Mayor and Council are 

seeking applicants for the follow-
ing boards and commissions:
• Animal Matters Board (2)
• Board of Appeals (1 alt.)
• Board of Supervisor of 

Elections (1)
• Compensation Comm. (1)
• Cultural Arts Commission (3)
• Environment Commission (2)
• Ethics Commission (1)
• Historic District Commission 

(4 and 1 alt.)
• Human Services Advisory 

Board (1)
• Personnel Appeals Board (3)
• Planning Commission (1)
• Rec. & Park Advisory Board (4)
• Rockville Sister Cities (2)
• Rockville Housing Enterprises (1)
• Senior Citizens Comm. (6)
• Sign Review Board (2)
• Traffic and Transportation (3)
• Boards & Comm. Task Force (4)
For more, visit www.rockville 
md.gov/boardscommissions or 
call 240-314-8280.(continued in right column…)

(continued from left column…)

Meetings: Monday,  
April 1, 8 and 29 at 7 p.m. 
Visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
AgendaCenter. 

Drop-in sessions are held 
monthly at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Mayor and Council office. No 
appointment necessary. Mayor 
Bridget Donnell Newton is joined 
by Councilmember Beryl L. 
Feinberg on April 29. 

Mayor and Council 
Close in on Adoption 
of FY 2020 Budget

Budget deliberations by 
Rockville’s Mayor and Council 
include a final public hearing 
and a work session to hone a 
Fiscal Year 2020 budget that out-
lines the city’s priorities.

City Manager Rob DiSpirito 
on Feb. 25 presented the Mayor 
and Council with a $138.5 mil-
lion FY 2020 budget proposal. 
Find video of the presentation 
with the Feb. 25 meeting list-
ing at www.rockvillemd.gov/
AgendaCenter.

The budget, which covers the 
fiscal year that begins July 1, is 
scheduled for adoption by the 
Mayor and Council on Monday, 
May 6.

The proposed FY 2020 oper-
ating budget is an increase of 1.7 
percent over the total operating 
budget for FY 2019. The general 
fund budget, which supports 
the largest portion of the operat-
ing budget, is $84.2 million, a 2.2 
percent increase.

The city’s current real prop-
erty tax rate of $0.292 per $100 
of assessed valuation would 
remain the same for FY20. All 
residential and commercial 
property owners pay this tax.

The proposed FY 2020-FY 
2024 Capital Improvements 
Program, the five-year plan for 
funding new construction and 
infrastructure maintenance, 
includes $31.7 million in new 
funding, combined with a car-
ryover of $54.3 million to sup-
port 42 projects during the fiscal 
year.

To review the proposed bud-
get, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
budget.  

OFFER YOUR IDEAS
• At www.rockvillemd.gov/budget.
• At a public hearing during the April 

1 Mayor and Council meeting.

BUDGET CALENDAR 
AT A GLANCE 

• Monday, April 1: Public hear-
ing and Mayor and Council work 
session.

• Friday, April 5: Public record 
closes. 

• Monday, April 29: Mayor and 
Council work session (if needed).

• Monday, May 6: Budget 
adoption.

• Meetings are broadcast on chan-
nel 11 on county cable, 
livestreamed at www.rockville 
md.gov/rockville11, and avail-
able a day after each meeting at 
www.rockvillemd.gov/

 videoondemand.

Niles Anderegg has been 
named Rockville’s new deputy 
city clerk in the City Clerk/
Director of Council Operations 
Office. His first day was March 11.

Anderegg comes to Rockville 
from the International City/
County Management Association, 
where he served as a research 
and content development associ-
ate, and a member and customer 
support specialist. While serving 
in those positions, he conducted 
research to identify the latest de-
velopments in local government, 
evaluated program functions to 
make processes more efficient, 
and oversaw all administrative 
aspects of ICMA’s member com-
mittee program, including sched-
uling, calendar maintenance, 
record keeping, member out-
reach, database maintenance and 
organizing high-level information 
for both the executive director 
and the president of the board.

Anderegg Named Deputy City Clerk

Anderegg has a master’s in 
public administration from the 
University of Baltimore and 
a bachelor’s in history from 
American University.

“I am very pleased to have 
Niles join the team. His expe-
rience and education will be 
a great asset to the city,” said 
City Clerk/Director of Council 
Operations Sara Taylor-Ferrell.

"I am excited to be joining the 
city and am looking forward to 
helping this great community,” 
Anderegg said.  

and includes nearby municipali-
ties such as such as Gaithersburg, 
College Park, Annapolis and 
Takoma Park. The city was rated 
higher or much higher in 46 out of 
a total 60 benchmark comparisons, 
such as sense of community, im-
age and reputation, crime preven-
tion, performance of the Mayor 
and Council, appearance, ease of 

transit and customer service.
The National Research Center, 

which conducted the survey, ran-
domly selected 3,000 residents to 
take part. About 31 percent (895) 
of the surveys were returned. In 
general, response rates for mailed 
resident surveys range from 15 
to 35 percent. The survey has a 3 
percent margin of error.

For more details, and to 
see the 2016 and 2018 surveys, 
visit www.rockvillemd.gov/447/
About-Rockville.  

Community Survey Results
continued from pg. 1…

After a third round of 
interviews in March re-
sulted in no consensus, the 
Mayor and Council voted 
unanimously to conclude 
the selection process for 
filling the vacant council 

Rockville Mayor and Council 
to End Vacancy Search

seat.
The election for the 

five seats on the Mayor 
and Council will be held 
Tuesday, Nov. 5. For details 
on the election, visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/election.  

 EXCELLENT GOOD TOTAL

Quality of Life 39% 55% 94%

Place to Raise Children 45% 44% 89%

Welcoming to Different  
Cultures/Beliefs 43% 46% 89%

Neighborhood Quality 41% 46% 87%

Welcoming to All  
Backgrounds 43% 46% 89%

Quality of Services 26% 61% 87%

Safe and Secure 24% 58% 82%
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MORE NEWS, MORE OFTEN, ON YOUTUBE … Now on Rockville 11’s YouTube channel (www.you 
tube.com/cityofrockville): Get a look at the city’s newest bus shelters (see the article on page 4), get ready for 
Rockville Science Day (page 9) and the Rockville Arts Festival (page 12), and go along with Richard Montgom-
ery High School's Jaguar Scholars as they spend a day with local leaders at Rockville City Hall and on Capitol 
Hill with U. S. Rep. John Lewis.

The city recently installed 
seven new bus shelters to 
add to the comfort and ac-
cessibility of bus stops 
with high ridership along 
Rockville Pike, Veirs Mill 
Road and Taft Street, adja-
cent to David Scull Park.

As part of furthering the 
city’s progress towards its 
goal of promoting multiple 
modes of transportation, the 
shelters were installed at the 
following high-activity bus 
stops:

Bullards Park Stream Restoration  
Project Prepares for Construction

Design work continues on a project to re-
store and stabilize a portion of the stream in 
Bullards Park, at Roxboro and Calvert roads in 
the West End neighborhood.

Construction on the project is anticipated 
to begin in June and take six months to com-
plete. It includes restoring and enhancing ap-
proximately 340 linear feet of the tributary to 
Watts Branch, in the Potomac River watershed.

A 48-inch storm drain outfall at the en-
trance to Bullards Park is severely eroded, 
jeopardizing public and private infrastructure, 
including exposing the sewer main that crosses 
the stream.

The project is focused on protecting the 
sanitary sewer infrastructure and stabilizing 
stream banks, while minimizing impacts to 
trees. The need for the project was identified 
through the city’s routine infrastructure in-
spection and stream assessment. 

Planned improvements include stream res-
toration and stabilization, wetland enhance-
ment, and controlling invasive species, for 
example, bamboo, while re-establishing native 
plants. The goal is to reduce pollutants that 
flow through the tributary to the river and, 
eventually, the Chesapeake Bay.

For photos and more information about 
the project, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
bullardsstreamproject.

Edmonston Drive Bridge Work Means 
Lane Closures This Month

Construction begins this month on the 
topside of a bridge carrying Edmonston Drive 
over the railroad tracks, requiring temporary 
closures during the business day.

The construction, to the John C. Brown 
Memorial Bridge, which links the eastern and 
western portions of the city over the Metrorail 
and CSX tracks, is scheduled to begin on or 
about the week of April 8 and continue for 
three months. During that time, rotating sin-
gle-lane closures of Edmonston Drive will be 
required between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

At least one sidewalk across the bridge 
will always remain open. Bus service for 
Montgomery County Public Schools and coun-
ty Ride On have been notified of potential traf-
fic delays.

The work to be completed includes con-
crete deck repair, replacement of bridge joints, 
fence upgrades and reinstallation of the John C. 
Brown Memorial Bridge plaque.

Repairs under the bridge have been on-
going for eight months and are nearly com-
plete. To learn more about the project, visit 
RockvilleReports.com and search “Edmonston 
bridge,” or contact project manager John W. 
Hollida at 240-314-8526 or jhollida@rockville 
md.gov, or senior community engagement co-
ordinator Hjarman Cordero at 240-314-8344 
or hcordero@rockvillemd.gov.

New Shelters at Bus Stops: On a Wet 
Day, No Need to Stay Under an Umbrella

• Eastbound Taft Street at 
East Gude Drive.

• Westbound Veirs Mill 
Road at Nimitz Avenue.

• Eastbound Veirs Mill Road 
at First Street.

• Northbound Rockville 
Pike at Woodmont Station 
shopping center.

• Northbound Rockville 
Pike at Wintergreen Plaza.

• Northbound Rockville 
Pike at New Street.

• Eastbound Veirs Mill Road 
at Broadwood Drive.

“A good bus shelter is an 
essential part of any success-
ful mass-transit system and 
can increase attractiveness 
of transit by making wait-
ing for a bus a more pleasant 
experience,” said Oleg Kotov, 
a senior transportation plan-
ner with the city. 

There are 445 bus stops 
within Rockville’s city lim-
its served by Metrobus and 
Ride On. Eighty-five are 
equipped with passenger 
shelters.

To view a Rockville 11 
video on the new bus shel-
ters, visit www.youtube.com/
cityofrockville.  

Mayor and Council to 
Vote on MPDU Changes 

The Mayor and Council 
are scheduled to vote 
Monday, April 1 on proposed 
changes to the Moderately 
Priced Dwelling Unit 
program. 

One proposed change 
would have applications sub-
mitted directly to the MPDU 
property. This would only af-
fect the rental component of 
the MPDU program.

Applicants will no longer 
have to wait for the city to is-
sue an MPDU certificate and 
risk missing out on an MPDU 
unit. 

For more information, vis-
it www.rockvillemd.gov/194/ 
Affordable-Housing.  

Rockville Recreation and Parks Foundation  
is a 501(c)3 organization established to:

• Improve recreational activities,   
programs, parks and facilities.

• Support the Rockville Youth Recreation Fund.
• Assist with fundraising, and the acquisition and 

maintenance of new parks and open space.
• Purchase equipment and other amenities for 

the city’s parks and facilities.

R
oc

kv
ill

e 
Re

cre
ation & Parks Foundation

Please send your tax deductible gift to:
200-B Monroe St.
Rockville, MD 20850
www.rrpfi.org • 240-314-8867

We Need  
Your Support! ON THE OFFENSIVE AGAINST OPIOIDS … The 

Rockville Goes Purple campaign to raise awareness 
of the opioid epidemic tipped off with a presentation 
by Chris Herren, a former NBA player and recovery 
advocate who captivated the audience at the F. 
Scott Fitzgerald Theatre on March 7. To learn more 
about Rockville’s efforts, visit www.youtube.com/
cityofrockville and search “opioids.”

alternatives. The workshop 
presentations will detail the 
traffic, environmental and 
financial analyses for these 
recommended alternatives, 
and the recommendations for 
the alternatives to be retained 
for detailed study in the 
Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement.

For more information, visit 
https://495-270-p3.com/your- 
participation/upcoming-events.

Rockville’s Mayor and 
Council have actively engaged 
with the state about this pro-
posed project. To read more 
about Rockville’s efforts on 
behalf of the community, visit 
RockvilleReports.com and 
search “I-270.”   

1-270/I-495 Workshop
continued from pg. 1…

2019 Bus Shelter Installations Installed Bus Shelters
To be installed in 2019
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WHAT ARE WE CELEBRATING THIS MONTH? … April is not only the month of April Fools, it’s the 
month for awareness of sexual assault, child abuse, internships, distracted driving, Parkinson’s disease and autism. 
It’s also a month to appreciate volunteers, couples, jazz, poetry, pecans and Earth (see page 9).

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE CITY ON ROCKVILLE 11 

www.youtube.com/cityofrockville

Home Rehabilitation Grants Available
The city helps low- and moderate-income 

homeowners make repairs to their homes 
through the Single-Family Rehabilitation pro-
gram, a forgivable loan program funded by 
Community Development Block Grants.

Typical repairs covered with CDBG funding 
include roof replacement, plumbing and electri-
cal upgrades, furnace replacement, and kitchen 
and bathroom repairs. The city has approxi-
mately $122,000 to contribute to projects in 
the next year.

Applicants are assisted on a first-come, 
first-served basis, with priority given to homes 
with the most critical needs for improvements 
to ensure health and safety.  The program 
will cover a portion or all of the repair costs, 
typically up to $25,000, depending on annual 
household income.

For more information, eligibility criteria and 
the application form, visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/singlefamilyrehab or contact Rockville’s 
rehabilitation specialist, Martin Dasler, at 240-
314-8208 or mdasler@rockvillemd.gov.

Keep Collection Crews Safe: 
Slow Down to Get Around

A recent law aims to increase safety and 
protect city workers doing one of the most 
dangerous jobs in America.

Gov. Larry Hogan signed Maryland’s 
“Operation When Approaching Vehicle with 
Visual Signals” law last spring, making Maryland 
the 18th state to enact so-called Slow Down 
to Get Around legislation.

The law, which went into effect Oct. 1, is de-
signed to protect workers performing roadside 
collections, such as city recycling and trash col-
lection crews. It requires drivers approaching 
from the rear of a collection truck to make a lane 
change or to “slow to a reasonable and prudent 
speed that is safe for certain existing conditions.”

Trash collection has historically maintained 
a position as the country’s fifth-most danger-
ous occupation. Thirty-eight solid waste indus-
try employees were killed in 2017, including 23 
who died on collection routes, according to the 
Solid Waste Association of North America.  The 
first two worker fatalities in 2017 took place 
in Maryland. Marcus Colbert, a City of Laurel 
Department of Public Works employee, was 
killed on the job on Jan. 23, 2017, when an SUV 
fatally struck him while he was working behind 
a city trash truck.

Motorists are encouraged to go slow or 
wait before passing recycling and trash collec-
tion crews. It’s in the name of safety – and now 
it’s in the name of the law.

14625 Rothgeb Drive. The building at 6 
Taft Court provides direct access to 14625 
Rothgeb Drive, where other city mainte-
nance, emergency operations and storage 
will remain.   

6 Taft Court Purchase
continued from pg. 1…

Maj. Robert J. 
Rappoport, who recently 
served as acting chief of 
the Rockville City Police 
Department, will retire on 
April 7 after 31 years serv-
ing the city. 

In his retirement let-
ter to Chief Victor Brito, 
Rappoport thanked Brito, 
retired Chief Jed Stout 
and the city “for the nu-
merous opportunities for 
professional and personal 
development that have 
been provided to me.” 
Rappoport served under 
retired Chief Terrance N. 
Treschuk for most of his 
career and said he was 
thankful to have had such 
a good mentor.

Rappoport was sworn 
in as an RCPD officer on 
March 1, 1988, and, through 
the years, performed a vari-
ety of duties, from instruct-
ing officers in firearms, 
to teaching fifth-graders 
in the Drug Awareness 
Resistance Education 
(D.A.R.E.) program, to serv-
ing as the city’s homeland 
security and emergency 
preparedness coordinator.

He was among the 1 
percent of all law enforce-
ment officers selected to 
attend the 10-week-long 
FBI National Academy. On 
graduation from the acad-
emy, in September 2007, he 
was promoted to captain 
and assigned as command-
er of the Special Operations 
Bureau. (The title of captain 
was later changed to ma-
jor.) Rappoport was named 
acting police chief in June 
2016 and served in that role 

Rappoport Retiring from RCPD
until Chief Victor Brito be-
came chief in June 2018.

“My time with RCPD has 
filled me with a deep sense 
of purpose, belonging and 
accomplishments that none 
other could offer,” he wrote.

We asked Rappoport for 
additional thoughts on his 
career with the city.
How have you seen law en-
forcement change over your 
time in service? 

Today it is much more 
technical, with in-car mobile 
data terminals, in-car and 
body-worn camera systems, 
license plate readers, etc.  
It has also become much 
more professional, with bet-
ter training and constantly 
evolving policy that make 
the police profession more 
transparent. Crimes have 
also changed. Back in the 
day, more petty crimes were 
committed on the street and 
in public. Today, crimes are 
being committed on the in-
ternet (or arranged through 
the internet) or in private, 
e.g., by texting or emailing 
to arrange a drug transac-
tion in private, versus on the 
street.
How has Rockville 
changed? 

Rockville has changed 
greatly, especially in the 
King Farm and Fallsgrove 
areas, with many more 
streets and homes. The other 
big change has been the ver-
tical growth in the city, e.g., 
in Rockville Town Center 
and Town Square, with 
the office buildings along 
Interstate 270, and with 
homes being torn down and 
rebuilt – up – in almost ev-

ery neighborhood.
What motivated you 
to remain an officer in 
Rockville? 

I was grateful for the op-
portunity to work for the 
city and I always felt like it 
was a family. We had great 
leadership throughout city 
government and in the po-
lice department, and as the 
city grew and the police de-
partment expanded, my op-
portunities also expanded. I 
never got tired of coming to 
work.
What did you most enjoy 
about the job? 

As cliché as it sounds, I 
enjoyed helping people and 
interacting with them. As 
a patrol officer, I often saw 
people at their worst, such 
as when they needed the 

police or when they were 
stopped for a traffic viola-
tion. It was a great feeling to 
know that I assisted them 
through their situation, or 
that I got a “thank you” af-
ter writing someone a cita-
tion or a warning because 
I treated them with respect 
and dignity. I really enjoyed 
my time as the community 
services officer and as a 
D.A.R.E. instructor. I made 
many great contacts in the 
Rockville community and 
remain friends with several 
of them to this day.
How are you planning on 
spending your retirement? 

I'm starting a new job as 
the director of safety and 
security at the Stone Ridge 
School of the Sacred Heart 
in Bethesda.

Maj. Robert J. Rappoport, circa mid-1990 (top) and 2018.

This article has been corrected. 
An explanation can be found at the 
bottom of the article.

The State Highway 
Administration will close the 
southbound MD 355 (Rockville 
Pike) ramp onto eastbound MD 
586/MD 28 (Veirs Mill Road) 
for several weeks beginning 
Tuesday, April 2, for a safety 
and resurfacing project.

Drivers seeking to turn 
eastbound on Veirs Mill Road 
(MD 586/MD 28) from south-
bound MD 355 should use the 
detour route of First Street and 
Veirs Mill Road. Electronic mes-
sage boards will alert drivers 
of the work zone traffic pattern 
changes. Motorists should allow 

Correction: State to Close MD 355 
Ramp for Road Construction

for extra travel time during this 
work. The ramp should reopen 
by mid-spring, progress per-
mitting, according to an SHA 
advisory.

Additionally, the following 
lane closures will be in place 
during the project:

Northbound MD 355 
(Rockville Pike) at Church 
Street will experience intermit-
tent closures of the right lane, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. weekdays and 
9 p.m. Friday-5 a.m. Monday. 
There will also be temporary 
closures of a single right-turn 
lane, 24/7 through mid-spring. 
The closures are for concrete 
and pavement work.

MD 355 (Rockville Pike) 

from MD 28 (East Jefferson 
Street) to Mannakee Street will 
experience intermittent single-
lane closures 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
weekdays, and intermittent 
double-lane closures overnight, 
8 p.m.-5 a.m. Sunday-Thursday, 
with intermittent single- and 
double-lane closures week-
ends, 9 p.m. Friday-5 a.m. 
Monday, through late fall. The 

closures are for safety im-
provements and resurfacing.

For real-time traffic infor-
mation, visit www.chart.mary-
land.gov or call 1- 855-466-3511 
using a hands-free device 
while driving.

A previously version of this 
article erroneously stated the lane 
closures and detour. “Rockville 
Reports” regrets the error.

= Ramp closed
= Detour
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Recent Pre-Application Submittals
The following projects are under pre-application review:
1. 11511 Fortune Terrace (Potomac Woods): Pre-

application for a mixed-use development of townhomes, 
multiunit and senior housing with ground floor retail. 
Case PAM2019-00118.

2. West Montgomery Avenue and West Gude Drive 
(Fallsgrove at West Montgomery): Pre-application for a 
proposed mixed-use development consisting of 459 mul-
tifamily units and about 10,000 square feet of ground 
floor retail on a vacant site. Case PAM2017-00100.

Applications Under Review
The following applications are currently in the development re-
view process:
3. 4 Research Place: Level 1 site plan for a new 

88,000-square-foot self-storage facility. Case 
STP2016-00282.

4. 107 S. Washington St.: Proposed new classroom build-
ing for Christ Episcopal School. Case STP2019-00372/
SPX2019-00396/VAR2019-00072.

5. 801 King Farm Blvd.: Level 2 site plan for a pro-
posed 64-unit townhome development in the F7 and 
F8 sections of Irvington Centre/King Farm. Case 
STP2019-00367.

6. 900 Rockville Pike: Project plan amendment for a pro-
posed 6,000-square-foot retail center with about 900 
square feet of office use. Case PJT2018-00010.

7. 1300 E. Gude Drive: Level 2 site plan for a proposed 
renovation of a retail shopping center and the addition 
of a new self-storage facility. Case STP2019-00368.

8. 1500-1616 Rockville Pike (Twinbrook Quarter): Project 
plan application for the proposed redevelopment of 
about 18-acres into a mixed-use project consisting of 
residential, retail and office use. Case PJT2018-00011.

9. 15825 Shady Grove Road (Shady Grove Neighborhood 
Center): Project plan application for a proposed mixed-
use development of townhomes, multifamily residential, 
retail, office, hotel and/or institutional uses such as se-
nior housing or nursing home. Case PJT2017-00007.

50 Monroe Place
Construction is underway for a new seven-

story mixed-use residential building in Rockville’s 
Town Center that will provide temporary and 
permanent affordable housing and emergency 
shelter for families in need. The project is devel-
oped by Main Street, a nonprofit organization 
that empowers adults with financial, mental and 
emotional needs with purpose and indepen-
dence. Main Street aims to create an inclusive, 
bustling hub on this Metro-accessible site. The 
entry lobby will provide opportunities for resi-
dents to interact with visitors, with a cyber-cafe, 
fitness rooms, yoga studio, cooking classrooms 
and a movie room.

Rendering of 50 Monroe Place, looking west.

Twinbrook Quarter
The Mayor and Council are scheduled to 

consider an application for a multiparcel rede-
velopment project near the Twinbrook Metro 
Station, known as Twinbrook Quarter, at their 
Monday, April 29 meeting. This meeting follows 
a March 25 public hearing where the Mayor and 
Council sought public comments on the project.

The proposed project extends 18 acres 
from the northeast corner of Rockville Pike and 
Halpine Road, from 1500 to 1616 Rockville Pike. 
Applicants, Saul Holdings LP, intend to create a 
transit-oriented, mixed-use district of residen-
tial, retail and office space that offers a land-
scaped pedestrian promenade along Rockville 
Pike, new internal street connectors, and a cen-
tral green, among other site amenities.

Twinbrook Quarter would replace single-
story retail, office and restaurant uses typical 
of Rockville’s suburban-style commercial de-
velopment along Rockville Pike. The project 
would continue the trend of infill development 
on properties to the south and east around  
Twinbrook Metro Station.

 

Artist’s rendering of Twinbrook Quarter, 
looking south along the Metrorail tracks 
and Rockville Pike.

The project is seeking approval as a 
“Rockville Champion Project” by providing 
greater open space, mobility options and em-
ployment than otherwise required, in exchange 
for greater height limits and design flexibility.

Know the Process, Stay Informed
• Check the latest major planning applications, 

and/or attend an area meeting held by proj-
ect applicants, to provide input on projects 
before consideration by city boards or com-
missions. Learn more at www.rockvillemd.
gov/developmentwatch.

• Find meeting schedules, agendas and infor-
mation packets for the Mayor and Council 
and all city boards and commissions at www.
rockvillemd.gov/AgendaCenter.

• Call 240-314-8200 to ask about develop-
ment projects near you.

Major Development Review Applications

Projects in the Pipeline
View the latest map at

 www.rockvillemd.gov/developmentwatch.

Recently Approved Applications
The following applications were recently approved and are cur-
rently, or soon to be, under construction:
10. 45 W. Gude Drive (HarborChase of Rockville): Level 2 

site plan for a proposed 146-unit assisted-living facility. 
Case STP2018-00348. Approved Sept. 12, 2018.

11. 50 Monroe Place: Site plan application for a 70-unit mul-
tifamily project with about 1,400 square feet of retail. 
Case STP2018-00326. Approved Dec. 13, 2017.

12. 55 Adclare Road (First Baptist Church): Level 2 site plan 
for a proposed addition to the church property. Case 
STP2019-00362. Approved Feb. 13, 2019.

13. 107 W. Jefferson St.: Level 2 site plan for a detached 
four-car garage. Case STP2018-00354. Approved Sept. 12, 
2018.

14. 198 E. Montgomery Ave. (Duball Rockville): Site plan 
application implementing PJT2014-00003 to allow devel-
opment of 400 multifamily units with 20,000 square feet 
of retail. Case STP2017-00321. Approved Nov. 29, 2017.

15. 204 N. Stonestreet Ave.: Level 2 site plan for a new self-
storage facility with approximately 2,100 square feet of 
ground-floor retail. Case STP2018-00352. Approved Nov. 
28, 2018.

16. 220 E. Middle Lane (Rockville Metro Plaza): Project 
plan application for a proposed mixed-use development 
of approximately 240 multifamily units and 8,500 square 
feet of retail. Case PJT2018-00008. Approved Jan. 7, 2019.

17. 9701 Veirs Drive (The Village at Rockville): Site plan 
application for a new independent living building at the 
existing retirement community. Case STP2017-00320. 
Approved April 25, 2018.

18. Preserve Parkway (Tower Oaks residential): Level 
2 site plan implementing project plan amendment 
PJT2016-00006 for up to 375 residential units to replace 
approximately 755,000 square feet of office development 
approved under the current planned development. Case 
STP2017-00308. Approved Oct. 11, 2017.
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CC  Croydon Creek Nature Ctr., 852 Avery Rd., 240-314-8770. 

GM  Glenview Mansion, 603 Edmonston Dr., 240-314-8660. 

FSF  F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre, 603 Edmonston Dr., 240-314-8690.

April LP  Lincoln Park Community Ctr., 357 Frederick Ave., 240-314-8780. 

CH  Rockville City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave., 240-314-5000.

SR  Rockville Senior Ctr., 1150 Carnation Dr., 240-314-8800.

SFC  Rockville Swim and Fitness Ctr., 355 Martins Lane, 240-314-8750. 

TF  Thomas Farm Community Ctr., 700 Fallsgrove Dr., 240-314-8840.

TC  Twinbrook Comm. Rec. Ctr., 12920 Twinbrook Pkwy., 240-314-8830. 

FACILITIES LEGEND:

CALENDAR

14 20114

Rockville offers a variety of classes and 
programs each season. Sign up at www.
rockvillemd.gov/registration. 
Enter the course number listed on the cal-
endar entry to see more details and register.

2 GETTING PAID TO TALK. Explore voice-over work for television, film, radio, books-
on-tape, documentaries and the internet. Record a commercial script under direction 
from a producer. Learn what the pros look for, how to prepare and where to find work. 
$30. Register for course #6844. 6:30-9 p.m. SR

4 THE LIFE OF JOSIAH HENSON.  Peerless Rockville and Friends of the Library, 
Rockville Chapter welcome Jamie Ferguson Kuhns, senior historian for Montgomery 
Parks, as she presents on her newly published book, “Sharp Flashes of Lightning Come 
from Black Clouds: The Life of Josiah Henson,” an in-depth biography that looks at Hen-
son beyond his role as an inspiration for Harriet Beecher Stowe’s 19th-century landmark 
novel, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” and portrays life on the Montgomery County plantation 
where Henson was enslaved for more than 30 years. Free. Register at www.eventbrite.
com/e/the-life-of-josiah-henson-tickets-57545905352. 7-8:30 p.m. Red Brick Court-
house, 29 Courthouse Square.

6 NATURE TOTS: SOUNDS OF NATURE. Discover the wonders of nature with chil-
dren aged 2-5 as a naturalist leads you through play, crafts, stories and hikes. Dress for 
the weather. Adult participation required. Spaces limited. Register for course #8956. $8 
R/$10 NR. 10-11:30 a.m.  CC

6 ARBOR DAY CEREMONY AND TREE GIVEAWAY. Ceremony and tree planting at 
10 a.m. See Earth Month schedule on page 9. SR

6 THOMAS FARM COMMUNITY CENTER 10TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY. Celebrate 
10 years of Thomas Farm being a part of the Rockville community. Try pickleball, the fit-
ness center (must be 15 or older), a fitness class demonstration, kids crafts and a birth-
day cupcake. Free. 2-3:30 p.m. See article on page 8. TF

6 LIGHT IT UP BLUE. A family-friendly autism awareness and acceptance event fea-
turing hands-on activities, music by Banjo Man Frank Cassel, s’mores by the fire, farm 
animals and an all-inclusive walk with a dance warm-up by ZamDance. Bring a picnic 
dinner or support the Friends of The Agricultural History Farm Park and purchase burg-
ers, hotdogs and snacks. Wear blue to support the cause. $8 per person. Under 5 free. 
Register and learn more at www.montgomeryparks.org/events/light-it-up-blue-autism-
awareness-acceptance. 5-8 p.m. 18400 Muncaster Road, Derwood. See ad on page 8.

7 COOKING AND CONVERSATION. Learn how to make a dish from Peter Chang 
restaurant by watching the chef’s cooking demonstration and meet city ambassadors to 
learn about what’s going on in the City of Rockville. Free. Register at http://apacooking 
conversation.eventbrite.com. 3-5 p.m. Peter Chang restaurant, 20-A Maryland Ave.

10 LITTLE ACORNS: STICKS AND STONES. Children age 18-36 months explore 
nature through play-based activities. Time will be spent outdoors, weather permitting. 
Adult participation required. Spaces limited. Advanced registration recommended.  
Register for course #8950. $7 R/$9 NR. 10-11 a.m.  CC

11 GLENVIEW MANSION AND PEERLESS ROCKVILLE SPEAKER SERIES: 
ROCKVILLE’S LEGACY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. Hear from Mark 
Charles, the city’s chief of environmental management. Free. Visit www.bit.ly/Peerless 
EarthMonth2019 to register. 7 p.m. See page 9. GM

12-14 MURDER AT THE MANSION: ‘A WEDDING TO DIE FOR.’ An interactive 
murder-mystery comedy presented by A Taste for Murder Productions. From the groom 
to the garter, Madison planned the perfect wedding. Will someone have to die to keep 
it from spiraling into chaos? Complimentary dessert bar, cash bar and, for an additional 
cost, a barbecue buffet by Mission BBQ. Show only tickets $35 person/$60 couple. Buf-
fet and show tickets: $53 person/$96 couple. See article on page 11. GM

13 DIVERSITY LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. See article on  
page 10.  CH

13 31ST ANNUAL POTOMAC RIVER WATERSHED CLEANUP. Stream cleanup 
sites include Croydon Creek Nature Center, 852 Avery Road, 9 a.m.-noon; Twinbrook 
Community Recreation Center, 12920 Twinbrook Parkway, 9:30-11 a.m.; and Maryvale 
Park, 812 First St., 10 a.m.-noon. See Earth Month schedule on page 9.  For more infor-
mation, or to register, email environment@rockvillemd.gov or call 240-314-8877.

13 STREAM CLEANUP MEETUP. See Earth Month schedule on page 9. Noon-2 
p.m. Saints Row Brewing, 1211 Taft St.

13 CITY NATURE CHALLENGE: iNATURALIST TRAINING. Learn how to use iNat-
uralist to identify and map local species, improve your natural history knowledge, and 
participate in the regionwide City Nature Challenge bio-blitz scheduled for April 26-29. 
iNaturalist is an easy-to-use citizen science app and social network used to identify liv-
ing organisms and record biodiversity. Download the app from the Google app store or 
iTunes before the training. Ages 12 and up. Free. Register for course #9024. 3 p.m.  CC

14 CROYDON CREEK CAMPFIRE: ASK A NATURALIST. Curious about nature? 
Bring questions about the natural world and enjoy s’mores by the campfire. An adult 
must accompany children. Adults and children must register. Ages 3 and up. Register 
for course #9012. $6. 3-4 p.m.  CC

17 NATURE SERVICE LEARNING DAY. Students age 11-15 can earn up to four 
Student Service Learning hours working on projects outdoors at Croydon Creek Nature 
Center. Dress for the weather. Pizza lunch provided. Register by April 14 for course 
#9011. $36 R/$48 NR. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  CC

17-18 SPRING BREAK FUN. Gym games, arts and crafts, sports, and more. 
Bring a lunch. Snack provided. Spaces limited. Register for course #9601 (April 17) and 
#9602 (April 18). $55. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Twinbrook Elementary School, 5911 Ridgeway Ave. 

17-18 SPRING BREAK TIME. Indoor and outdoor games, arts and crafts, and 
more. Bring a lunch. Register for course #9309 (April 17) and #9310 (April 18). $40 
R/$45 NR. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. TC

17-18 SPRING BREAK ADVENTURE DAYS. Kids in kindergarten through fifth 
grade will take an offsite field trip and spend time at Thomas Farm Community Center 
with games, open gym and more. Registration required. Register for course #9332 
(April 17) and #9333 (April 18). $35 R/$40 NR. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. TF

20 THE MUSIC CAFÉ PRESENTS ‘TINA AND PRINCE – A ROYAL TRIBUTE.’ 
Celebrate Prince and the Queen of Soul, Tina Turner, with the music and talent of Vivian 
Ross, the Grainger brothers, and Junie Henderson as Prince. $45. 7-9 p.m. FSF

25 NATURE TOTS: REPTILES. Discover the wonders of nature with children ages 
2-5 as a naturalist leads you through play, crafts, stories and hikes. Dress for the weath-
er. Adult participation required. Spaces limited. Register for course #8957. $8 R/$10 NR. 
10-11:30 a.m.  CC

25 I-495 & I-270 MANAGED LANES STUDY PUBLIC WORKSHOP. The State 
Highway Administration presents traffic, environmental and financial analyses for 
the recommended screened alternatives, and recommendations for the alternatives 
to be retained for detailed study in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Visit 
https://495-270-p3.com/your-participation/upcoming-events. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thomas S. 
Wootton High School, 2100 Wootton Parkway. See article on page 1.

26 FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT. A family-friendly movie on the big screen in the gym. 
Bring blankets and pillows and snuggle up to enjoy the show. Concessions will be sold. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. All participants must register. Ages 4 and 
up. $4 R/$5 NR or at the door. Register for course #9334. 7:30-9 p.m. TF

27 PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE-BACK DAY. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. See Earth Month 
schedule on page 9. Rockville City Police Station, 2 W. Montgomery Ave. 

27 SPRING FESTIVAL WITH NATIVE PLANT SALE. Free. 10 a.m.-noon. See 
Earth Month schedule on page 9.  CC

28 OUTDOOR SCIENCE CLUB: ANIMAL ADAPTATIONS. Scientists ages 6-8 in-
vestigate science topics through hands-on activities and time spent exploring the forest 
preserve. Register for course #8959. $8 R/$10 NR. 1:30-3 p.m.  CC

28 SCIENCE DAY. Free. Noon-5 p.m. Learn more at www.rockvillesciencecenter.
org/rockville-science-day and in the article on page 9. Montgomery College – Rockville, 
51 Mannakee St.

FOR MORE INFO AND UP-TO-DATE EVENT LISTINGS: WWW.ROCKVILLEMD.GOV/CALENDAR.ASPX
R = Residents  •  NR = Nonresidents  •  MEM = Member  •  NM = Nonmember

Glenview Mansion
& Peerless Rockville

SERIES
2018-2019

Speaker
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BACK IN THE DAY … City and county officials, and curious members of the public looked on as crane 
operators lowered a final load into the county incinerator during brief ceremony on Dec. 31, 1975. It had taken 
10 years of lobbying to shut the Southlawn Lane incinerator and end the pollution and ash that settled on the 
city. “This is a happy day for Rockville,” Mayor William E. Hanna Jr. said. “We have been looking forward to 
the closing of the incinerator since its opening in 1965.”

Twinbrook Community Center Gym 
Closed for Most of April

Twinbrook Community and Recreation 
Center’s gym will be closed from April 2-28 so 
the gym floor can be stripped, lines repainted 
and new bleachers installed.

Twinbrook’s members will be able to use fa-
cilities at Lincoln Park and Thomas Farm com-
munity centers in the interim. 

Twinbrook Community and Recreation 
Center is located at 12920 Twinbrook Parkway.

For more information about Rockville’s 
community centers, visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/2091/Community-Centers.

Plan Ahead for Your Visit 
to the Swim Center 
Temporary Access Plan Begins May 1

The initial phases of construction have be-
gun at Rockville Swim and Fitness Center. From 
May 1 to September, visitors should plan to 
enter from the outdoor pool’s entrance when 
the lobby and locker rooms will be closed for 
renovation.

Construction, which will affect about 14,000 
square feet of the center, is expected to last 
about 12 months. The facility’s footprint will grow 
about 7,000 square feet to accommodate the 
larger locker rooms. Most of the work will take 
place over the summer months when customers 
can utilize the outdoor bathhouse while the in-
door locker rooms are closed.

Key elements of the project include a com-
plete renovation and expansion of the locker 
rooms and reconfiguring of the lobby; modern-
izing infrastructure and amenities; and improving 
Americans with Disabilities Act compliance.

The indoor pool’s locker rooms were con-
structed in 1968 when the center had only one 
swimming pool. The swim and fitness center now 
has two indoor and three outdoor pools, a whirl-
pool and fitness and exercise room, and is used 
by more than 300,000 people each year.

To sign up for emailed updates on the pro-
ject’s progress, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/swim 
centeralerts. Renovations updates will also be 
available at www.rockvillemd.gov/rsfcrenovations. 

Questions about the project can be di-
rected to the swim and fitness center’s manage-
ment team at swimcenter@rockvillemd.gov or 
240-314-8750. 

Rockville Swim and Fitness Center is a full-
service aquatics, fitness and recreation facility lo-
cated at 355 Martins Lane.

Thomas Farm Community 
Center is all set to mark 10 
years at the heart of the com-
munity with cupcakes and 
crafts, 2-3:30 p.m. Saturday, 
April 6.

The center will hold an 
open house where you can 
try a workout or game of 
pickleball, watch or try a fit-
ness class, and take part in 
activities to celebrate the cen-
ter’s 10th birthday. Follow 
#ThomasFarmTurns10 on the 
city’s social media accounts for 
updates and a scavenger hunt.

Thomas Farm, the city’s 
first community center west of 
Interstate 270, opened for rec-

Keep your kids occu-
pied and enriched over 
spring break with fun 
adventures at Rockville’s 
community centers.

Spring break 
days at the centers 
are Wednesday and 
Thursday, April 17 and 
18. Use the course num-
bers below to register at 
www.rockvillemd.gov/
registration.

With Spring Break 
Adventure Days 
at Thomas Farm 
Community Center, kids 
in grades K-5 go offsite 
on field trips, as well as 
spend time at the center 
enjoying games, an open 
gym and more. Each day 
runs from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
and the cost each day is 
$35 for residents and $40 
for nonresidents. Register 
with course #9332 for 
April 17 and #9333 for 
April 18.

Kids in grades K-6 can 
enjoy spring break having 
fun with friends from 8:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. each day at 
Twinbrook Community 
Recreation Center’s 
Spring Break Time. 
Activities include indoor 
and outdoor games, arts 
and crafts, and more. The 
cost is $40 for residents 
and $45 for nonresidents 
each day. Register with 
course #9309 for April 17 
and #9310 for April 18.

Even teens and pre-
teens aged 11-15 can get 
in on the action with two 
mini Spring Break Teen 
Trips from Lincoln Park 
Community Center. Day 
one is a visit to Dave 
& Buster’s. Day two is 
a trip to Main Event in 
Columbia. The cost is $35 
for residents, $40 for non-
residents, per day. The 
trips run from noon-5 
p.m. Register with course 
#9415 for April 17 and 
#9416 for April 18.

For more information 
about Rockville’s commu-
nity centers, visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/2091/
Community-Centers.  

Thomas Farm Community Center is Ready for its Birthday!

reation classes on Jan. 20, 2009, 
with the official opening and 
ribbon cutting on Saturday, 
March 21, 2009.

Located at 700 Fallsgrove 
Road at the intersection of 
West Montgomery Avenue, the 
18,000-square-foot building is 
next to Fallsgrove Park and the 

Spring Break 
Can Be Two 
Days of Fun 
With Rockville's 
Community 
Centers

Carl Henn Millennium Trail.
For more information on 

the center, including class 
schedules, membership rates 
and available amenities, 
email thomasfarm@rockville 
md.gov or go to www. 
rockvillemd.gov/thomas 
farm.  

Saturday, May 4
8 a.m.-noon

Richard Montgomery H.S. 
Time for spring cleaning!  

Vendors must pre-register with payment to 
secure a space. Payment holds one parking 

spot and one 6-by-3 feet table. Set-up time is 
7-8 a.m. Only one table permitted per spot 

when providing your own table. Table cannot 
exceed 6-by-3 feet. Rain date, May 5.

No weapons or food can be sold.

City-provided table, $30 #9409. 
Additional table, $30 #9410. 

Bring your own table, $20 #9411
Register with course number at 

www.rockvillemd.gov/registration.

Spring Outdoor
Yard Sale

WORLD CULTURE … came to the stage 
of the F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre in March 
for International Night, which showcased 
ethnic performances, food and traditional 
clothing from around the world.
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The 49th anniversary of 
Earth Day is Monday, April 
22, and Rockville will mark 
it with a monthlong celebra-
tion – and bonus events in 
early May, including the fol-
lowing activities – most of 
them free – aimed at envi-
ronmental sustainability:

APRIL 3: 6th Annual 
Montgomery County 
Energy Summit, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. in Silver Spring. Learn 
more at www.mcenergy 
summit.org.

APRIL 6: Arbor Day 
Ceremony and Tree 
Giveaway, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at 
the Rockville Senior Center, 
1150 Carnation Drive. 
Ceremony and tree planting 
at 10 a.m.

APRIL 11: Glenview 
Mansion and Peerless 
Rockville Speaker 
Series: Rockville’s 
Legacy of Environmental 
Protection, 7 p.m. at 
Glenview Mansion, 603 
Edmonston Drive. Free. 
Learn more at www.bit.ly/
PeerlessEarthMonth2019.

APRIL 13: 31st Annual 
Potomac River Watershed 
Cleanup. Stream cleanup 
sites include:
• Croydon Creek Nature 

Center, 852 Avery Road, 9 
a.m.-noon.

• Twinbrook Community 

April Is Earth Month
Recreation Center, 12920 
Twinbrook Parkway, 
9:30-11 a.m.

• Maryvale Park, 812 
First St., 10 
a.m.-noon.
City staff 

will greet 
volunteers. 
Gloves 
and bags 
will be pro-
vided. Student 
Service Learning 
hours are available. 
Children under 14 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Bring water and wear stur-
dy shoes. For more infor-
mation, or to register, email 
environment@rockvillemd.
gov or call 240-314-8877.

APRIL 13: Stream 
Cleanup Meetup, noon-
2 p.m. at Saints Row 
Brewing, 1211 Taft St. 
Join Croydon Creek 
Nature Center and the 
Environment Commission 
for a family-friendly 
meetup after the morning 
stream cleanups. Open to 
all. Food onsite. Beer spe-
cials for volunteers over 21.

APRIL 27: Prescription 
Drug Take-Back Day, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Rockville 
City Police Station, 2 W. 
Montgomery Ave. Drive 
up and drop off unused or 
expired medications so that 

they are safely disposed of 
and kept out of our envi-
ronment. For more infor-

mation, call Cpl. Ken 
Matney at 240-314-

8922. See article 
on this page.

APRIL 
27: Spring 
Festival 

with Native 
Plant Sale, 

10 a.m.-noon 
at Croydon Creek 

Nature Center. See article on 
this page.

APRIL 28: Science Day, 
noon-5 p.m. at Montgomery 
College, Rockville campus,  
51 Mannakee St. Visit the 
Croydon Creek Nature 
Center table. Learn more at 
www.rockville 
sciencecenter.org/rockville-
science-day and in the ar-
ticle below.

MAY 4: Rockville 
Brewshed, 2-3 p.m. at 
Croydon Creek Nature 
Center. Join head brewer 
Kenny Allen on a stream-
side hike in the Hayes 
Forest Preserve to gather 
inspiration for True Respite 
Brewing Company’s next 
beer. After the hike, head 
to True Respite Brewing 
Company to enjoy 15 per-
cent off beers for hike par-
ticipants 21 and older. Cost 

is $4 R/$5 NR. Register for 
course #9027 at www.rockville 
md.gov/registration.

MAY 5: Green Your 
Backyard Information 
Session, 1:30-3 p.m. at 
Croydon Creek Nature 
Center. Learn about 
RainScapes Rebates and 
other city programs de-
signed to help you green 
your backyard and reduce 
pollution, in this free infor-
mation session. To register, 
call 240-314-8870 or email 
rainscapes@rockvillemd.
gov with your name, phone 
number and address.

MAY 5: Invasive Plant 
Pull, 1:30-4:30 p.m. at 
Croydon Creek Nature 
Center.

Learn how to get in-
volved and live greener and 
healthier at www.rockville 
md.gov/environment.

For environmental 
news and events, and 
tips for helping the en-
vironment year-round, 
sign up to receive the 
city’s Environment and 
Sustainability quarterly 
newsletter in your inbox. 
Visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/newsletters and se-
lect “Environment and 
Sustainability.”  

Annual Native Plant Sale and Spring 
Festival Returns to Nature Center

Celebrate spring and Croydon Creek 
Nature Center’s 17th anniversary at its annual 
Spring Festival and Native Plant Sale. The free, 
family-friendly festival will be held 10 a.m.-noon 
Saturday, April 27.

Enjoy a live animal show from Reptile 
Wonders, face painting by Kids Party Face, 
games, crafts and other activities, including 
exhibits on local sustainability issues. Native 
plants will be available for purchase.

The nature center is located at 852 Avery 
Road.  The center is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tuesday-Saturday and 1-5 p.m. Sunday, and 
closed Mondays. 

For more information on Croydon Creek 
Nature Center, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
croydoncreek, where you can sign up for the 
center’s newsletter, or follow on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/croydoncreek.

Coming Soon: The Return 
of the Solar Co-op

Homeowners looking to save on energy 
costs by using green energy should save the 
date for Tuesday, May 7, when the city will host 
an informational meeting, at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 
111 Maryland Ave., about an upcoming solar 
co-op opportunity. 

The co-op presents an opportunity for 
homeowners interested in installing solar 
panels on their home to receive technical as-
sistance and guidance throughout the process 
so that they can feel confident about their 
investment.  While each participant signs an in-
dependent contract with the installer for their 
own system, they band together to negotiate a 
volume discount and reduce the total cost of 
installation.

To learn more, look for additional infor-
mation in the May/June edition of “Rockville 
Reports” and visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
solarhomes.

Got Drugs? Take-Back Day Offers a Way 
to Get Rid of Unwanted Medication
Rockville Police Offer Drive-Up 
and Drop-Off Collection

The Rockville City Police Department and 
the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office offer 
a safe, free and anonymous way to dispose of 
unwanted prescription drugs during National 
Drug Take-Back Day on Saturday, April 27.

In cooperation with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, city police and county sheriffs 
will accept leftover — including expired — 
prescription drugs from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the 
Rockville City Police Station parking lot at 2 W. 
Montgomery Ave. To make it quick and conve-
nient, officers will be outside with easy drive-up 
and drop-off access, so there is no need to get 
out of your vehicle.

Illicit drugs, liquids, needles, sharps or sy-
ringes cannot be accepted, only pills or patches. 
All returned medications will be destroyed by 
the DEA.

National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day 
aims to provide a convenient and responsible 
means of disposal, keeping prescription drugs 
from potentially polluting our drinking water, 
while educating the public about the potential 
for abuse or theft of these medications.

Learn more about National Drug Take-Back 
Day at www.dea.gov or call Cpl. Ken Matney at 
240-314-8922.

The 30th annual 
Rockville Science Day 
offers a chance to experi-
ence science hands-on, 
with science and tech-
nology-related exhibits, 
activities, games and 
demos from over 90 lo-
cal organizations and 
businesses.

This Rockville tradi-
tion is free and will be 
held from noon-5 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 28, at 
Montgomery College-
Rockville, 51 Mannakee 
St.

Activities and ex-
hibits include building 
and launching rockets, 
telescopes, robots and 
backyard wildlife, ship 

30 Years of Rockets, Robots, Chemistry and Coding
Rockville Science Day is Three Decades of Tradition

models, microscopes, 
snakes, stream science, a 
pigeon release, Civil War 
medical practice, coding 
challenges, math puzzles, 
chemistry in action (in-
cluding flames, explo-
sions and other reactions), 
electric vehicle demos, 
quadcopters, archaeology 
mini-digs, 3-D printing 
and brain games.

Student Service 
Learning hours are avail-
able for students 16 and 
older who volunteer before 
or during the event. Learn 
more and register to exhib-
it at http://rockville 
sciencecenter.org/
rockville-science-day/.

Can’t Wait for 
Science Day?

The Rockville Science 
Center sponsors a free 
Science Tuesday on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month, 
a Science Café on the third 
Tuesday of the month 
and summer camps at the 
Bullis School and at City 
of Rockville community 
centers.

For something a bit 
more hands-on, the cen-
ter hosts activities at 
the Makerspace in the 
Rockville Memorial 
Library, 21 Maryland Ave., 
in Rockville Town Square. 
Activities include program-
ming, electronics, amateur 
radio license training and 

other high-tech projects. 
Find the Makerspace 
schedule at www. 
meetup.com/Rockville-
RSC-Makerspace.

Learn more about 
these and other upcoming 
events at http://rockville 
sciencecenter.org/events/
list.

RSC is a nonprofit 
supported by the gen-
erous donations of its 
members and sponsors, 
including the City of 
Rockville. Visit http://
rockvillesciencecenter.
org/support to learn 
more.  
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WHAT WE’VE BEEN READING … The city’s future was on the minds of RockvilleReports.com readers in March 
with articles about the Mayor and Council vacancy, the closure of a parking lot in preparation of new construction in 
Rockville Town Center, and the city’s purchase of a new home for Rockville’s maintenance and emergency operations 
among the most-read articles. Also popular was news about the mural in the police station’s lobby being featured on a 
postage stamp and about how kids doing good deeds can earn free bikes. Read them all at RockvilleReports.com.

‘Building Bridges in a Diverse Society’ 
Workshop Seeks Students

“Building Bridges in a Diverse Society,” a 
dynamic, highly interactive diversity leadership 
workshop offered by the city’s Human Rights 
Commission, returns this month. 

The free workshop is for students living 
in or attending high school in Rockville, or at-
tending Montgomery College – Rockville. It 
will be held from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,  April 
13 at City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave.

The curriculum, based on the teachings of 
peace-building organizations, will provide stu-
dents with tools to handle difficult situations 
through an understanding of diverse popula-
tions. It is designed to help students recognize 
prejudice and isolation, appreciate diversity, 
and create an environment of inclusion in 
their schools. Student leaders of diverse back-
grounds are especially encouraged to attend. 
Student Service Learning hours will be offered 
and verification of hours attended is available 
for college students. Lunch will be provided.

Find an application at www.rockvillemd.gov/
hrc. For more information, contact Janet Kelly, 
the city’s Human Rights Commission liaison, at 
240-314-8316 or jkelly@rockvillemd.gov. For 
Americans with Disabilities Act modifications, 
call the city’s ADA coordinator at 240-314-
8108, TTY: 240-314-8137 or relay 711.

Summer Celebration: Fun on the Fourth 
with Fireworks in King Farm

A Rockville tradition, the city’s annual 
Independence Day celebration, returns to King 
Farm on Thursday, July 4.

Hosted by the Mayor and Council, the cele-
bration is held annually at the 26-acre Mattie J.T. 
Stepanek Park, 1800 Piccard Drive, in King Farm, 
which offers easy access and ample free park-
ing, with convenient exits within a short walk of 
fireworks viewing areas.

The celebration, now in its fifth year at 
Stepanek Park, includes live music by The 
Nighthawks at 7 p.m. and a fabulous 20-minute-
long fireworks display at 9:15 p.m. There is no 
rain date.

The entertainment and fireworks can be 
viewed from the park grounds. Guests are en-
couraged to bring blankets, lawn chairs, and food 
and beverage. Parking will be available in lots 
on Shady Grove and Gaither roads and Piccard 
Drive, near the park. Rockville police will guide 
traffic to and from the designated lots before 
and after the event.

For additional parking and general informa-
tion, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/independence 
day, email specialevents@rockvillemd.gov or call 
240-314-8620.

Registration is now open 
for the 2019 Suds & Soles 
5K.

This year’s race, to be 
held at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
June 22, has been selected 
as the Maryland Road 
Runners Club of America 
5K Championship Race. 

The Montgomery 
County Road Runners Club 
and the City of Rockville 
are teaming up again to 
present this 5K course, 
on neighborhood roads, 
that begins and ends in 
Rockville Town Center. The 
post-race party will feature 
live music by Lloyd Dobbler 
Effect and the opportunity 
to sample great beverages 
from a commemorative 
mug. A KidZone, for chil-
dren 9 and under, will 
feature a kids fun run, chil-
dren’s activities and light 
refreshments. 

Register Now for the 
Suds & Soles 5K

The race is open to 
adults, youth and children, 
and, new this year, features 
a tiered pricing structure 
offering limited slots at re-
duced prices. Register early 
and save. Race-day regis-
tration will be online only 
– and only if slots remain. 
There will be no paper reg-
istration forms onsite and 
cash and checks will not 
be accepted. To learn more 
about the race – includ-
ing sponsorship opportu-
nities, and register, visit 
www.rockvillemd.gov/
sudsandsoles.

Proceeds benefit the 
Rockville Recreation and 
Parks Foundation, Inc. and 
MCRRC’s youth and begin-
ning running programs. 
Learn more about the 
Rockville Recreation Fund 
at www.rrpfi.org. 

The city will vacuum 
leaves from neighborhood 
curbs, April 1-12, in five 
collection areas through-
out Rockville.

An interactive map 
at www.rockvillemd.
gov/leafcollection allows 
residents to input their ad-
dress and learn when their 
leaves will be collected.

Rake leaves next to, but 
out of, roadways, gutters 
and bike lanes, and away 
from parked vehicles. 
Leaves should be raked by 
6 a.m. on the first day of 
their collection period, but 
no earlier than one week 
before the collection dates 
to avoid grass damage 
or fire hazards. Remove 
sticks and other objects 

Spring Leaf Collection Coming in April
from leaf piles. Avoid 
parking near leaf piles or 
other vehicles.

After the collection pe-
riod ends, use biodegrad-
able paper lawn bags or 
32-gallon trash cans (with-
out plastic garbage bags) 
to set leaves out on your 
refuse and recycling col-
lection day. Use alternative 
disposal methods such as 
mulching or composting. 
Do not dump leaves, grass 
clippings or other yard 
waste into storm drains, 
along stream banks or di-
rectly into streams, where 
they can cause blockages 
that contribute to local-
ized flooding or release 
nutrients that lead to fish 
kills.

See interactive map at www.rockvillemd.gov/leafcollection.

AREA 1: April 1 & 2
AREA 2: April 3 & 4
AREA 3: April 5 & 8
AREA 4: April 9 & 10
AREA 5: April 11 & 12

3

Connect with us 
on Social Media.

Murder at  the Mansion
‘A Wedding to Die For’ 

by Dean Fiala
Presented by 

A Taste for Murder Productions

An interactive murder mystery comedy.
• Complimentary dessert bar • Cash bar (beer, wine 
and soda) • BBQ buffet available at ticket purchase

Glenview Mansion at Rockville Civic Center Park, 
603 Edmonston Dr., Rockville, MD 20851

THREE PERFORMANCES: 
Friday and Saturday, April 12 and 13 at 8 p.m.; 

Sunday, April 14 at 2 p.m.
Doors open 90 minutes before show. Limited seating, selling fast! 
Cost: $35/person; $60/couple. Buffet by Mission BBQ: $18/person.
Purchase in advance at F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre Box Office.

https://fscottfitzgerald.showare.com/murder2019
240-314-8690
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FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @rockville411, @rockville11 and @alertrockville and @RockvilleRec. LIKE 
US ON FACEBOOK: City of Rockville Facebook pages include City of Rockville; Rockville City Police Department; 
Fitzgerald Theatre of Rockville, Maryland; Croydon Creek Nature Center; City of Rockville Sports Leagues and City 
of Rockville Farmers Market. READ MORE ONLINE at RockvilleReports.com.

Mark your summer en-
tertainment calendar for 
Rockville's free outdoor 
Movies in the Parks, on the 
big screen at neighborhood 
parks throughout the city on 
Wednesdays in August.

Bring chairs, blankets, 
food and beverages and 
enjoy four family-friendly 
movies at four different 
neighborhood parks. Movies 
begin at dusk (approximately 
8 p.m.) and are free. Last year, 
more than 300 people attend-
ed each week.

Vendors Wanted for Rocktobierfest
The city is seeking vendors, especially of 

German-themed crafts, for Rockville’s second 
annual Rocktobierfest celebration, which is 
scheduled for 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 5 in 
Rockville Town Center.

The free festival is expected to draw 3,000 
visitors and will include two stages of live mu-
sic, German food, beverages from local brew-
eries in souvenir mugs, kids activities and an 
artisan area.

Booths for breweries and vendors will be 
set up along Maryland Avenue, within walking 
distance of the Rockville Metro station.

Find an application and learn more at www.
rockvillemd.gov/rocktobierfest or contact 
Amanda Knox at aknox@rockvillemd.gov or 
240-314-8620.

Get Registered and Get Ready for the 
Twilight Runfest

The Rockville Rotary Twilight Runfest, 
presented by the Rockville Rotary Club 
Foundation and the City of Rockville, cel-
ebrates its 34th year in 2019.

The 8-kilometer road race and 1-mile fam-
ily fun run will be held Saturday, July 20.

Registration is open at http://rockville 
twilighter.org. Early bird registration, through 
May 31, is $25.

The pre-race festival will begin in down-
town Rockville at 6:30 p.m. with food vendors, 
free kids activities, community booths and 
merchants. The fun run begins at 7:45 p.m.; the 
8K starts at 8:15 p.m.

The fee from June 1-July 19 is $34. The 
race-day registration fee is $45. The fee for 
participants 17 and under is $15 ($20 on race 
day). The 1-mile fun run is $10 per individual, 
$30 per family of three or more ($15 individu-
al/$35 family on race day).

For more information on the Twilight 
Runfest, visit http://rockvilletwilighter.org, or 
find it on Facebook, at www.facebook.com/
RockvilleTwilighter.

Go where no one’s gone 
before, see if you can discover 
whodunnit, and rock out 
to a Prince and Tina Turner 
tribute, this month at the F. 
Scott Fitzgerald Theatre and 
Glenview Mansion.

“Music for All Ages: 
Space, Science and Science 
Fiction,” presented by the 
Rockville Concert Band. 
Sunday, April 7 at 3 p.m.

Conducted by John Saint 
Amour, music director. No 
tickets required; $5 suggest-
ed donation.

Murder at the Mansion: 
“A Wedding to Die For,” 
presented by A Taste For 
Murder Productions. 8 p.m. 
April 12 and 13; 2 p.m. April 
14. 

From the groom to the 
garter, Madison planned 
the perfect wedding. Will 
someone have to die to keep 
it from spiraling into chaos? 
Doors open 90 minutes be-
fore the performance. 

Complimentary desserts 

Saturday, April 6 is the 
deadline to turn in forms to 
earn a free bike through the 
2019 TERRIFIC Challenge. 

TERRIFIC stands for 
Trustworthy, Earnest, 
Respectful, Responsible, 
Involved, Fair, Industrious 
and Caring.

Kids in grades 1-5 who 
complete the challenge by 
fulfilling six out of 16 good 
deeds, such as perfect at-

Take care of yourself inside 
and outside with these April 
events at Rockville Senior 
Center.

Register at the senior cen-
ter’s information desk, by 
calling 204-414-8810 or online 
at www.rockvillemd.gov/
registration.

Diabetes Self-Manage-
ment Education Program

A free six-week workshop, 
held from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. on 
Mondays from April 1-May 
6, that includes techniques to 
deal with symptoms of dia-
betes, diet and exercise, use 
of medications and working 
effectively with health-care 
providers. Register with course 
#9369.

Stress Reduction/ 
Meditation

This class offers the tools 
to focus, relax and come to a 
more peaceful sense of being. 
The cost is $30 for members, 
$40 for nonmembers. Held 
from 1-2 p.m. on Mondays 
from April 8-June 17. Register 
with course #9370.

Mental First Aid
We often take care of our 

bodies, but are we adequately 
taking care of our minds? This 
free program, held 1-2 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 10, discuss-
es simple ways to improve 
mental wellbeing. Presented 
by Adventist HealthCare. 
Register with course #9386.

Truth About Medicare
Confused about Medicare? 

What does Medicare cov-
er? Learn the basics about 
Medicare coverage at this free 
program, from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 16. Register with 
course #9384.

Glaucoma Screening
A simple, free screening 

to assess peripheral vision, 

Mansion Closed; Alternative Access Available 
From Avery Road … 

Glenview Mansion is 
expected to be closed 
through April to allow for 
construction of a new Americans with Disabilities 
Act-accessible parking lot. 

 While access to the mansion is closed dur-
ing construction, visitors can access the ten-
nis courts, Croydon Creek Nature Center and 
Recreation Services building via Avery Road (off 
of Baltimore Road). Depending on weather and 
other factors, the mansion is expected to reopen 
in late April.

Senior Center 
Renovations … 

 Renovations are 
underway throughout 
the Rockville Senior 
Center, including work affecting the front entrance 
foyer, offices, Carnation Room stage, bathrooms 
and dining room. Renovations are expected to be 
completed in June.
 The front entrance is closed. Visitors and mem-
bers should use side or back parking lot entrances. 
 For more information, call the center at 240-
314-8800 or email seniorcenter@rockvillemd.gov.

April is All About Wellness 
at the Senior Center

which is first to be affected by 
glaucoma. Held 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 17. Sign up 
in the health room with Betty 
Figlure or call 240-314-8803.

How Can I Reduce My 
Joint Pain?

This free presentation cov-
ers what’s happening in the 
body when joints naturally 
age and become arthritic, and 
at-home techniques to re-
duce joint pain. Held 1-2 p.m. 
Thursday, April 18. Register 
with course #9385.

Headaches, Vertigo and 
Dizziness

In this free seminar from 
Suburban Hospital, Johns 
Hopkins, learn how head-
aches differ among age 
groups; how other health con-
ditions affect migraines and 
why an individual’s history 
of headaches is key to proper 
diagnosis and treatment; and 
treatment options for vari-
ous types of headaches. Held 
1-2 p.m. Thursday, April 25. 
Register with course #9396.

HHS/AAHI Resource 
Table

From 10 a.m.-noon, 
Tuesday, April 23, visit a re-
source table in the front lobby 
to learn more about the pro-
grams and services offered 
by Montgomery County’s 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) and 
the Asian American Health 
Initiative (AAHI).

AAA CarFit
CarFit is a quick, free and 

comprehensive check of how 
well driver and vehicle work 
together. A trained profes-
sional completes a 12-point 
checklist. Participants must 
register (course #9368) or call 
240-314-8803 for an appoint-
ment. 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Monday, April 29.

Science, Murder, Rock Stars 
and More in Rockville

and cash bar with beer, 
wine and soda. 

Show-only tickets cost 
$35 per person or $60 per 
couple. A buffet by Mission 
BBQ is available 90 minutes 
before the show for $18 per 
person. Buffet and show 
tickets are $53 per person or 
$96 per couple.

Tina and Prince – A Royal 
Tribute. Saturday, April 20 
at 7 p.m. 

On the eve of the an-
niversary of Prince’s death, 
pay tribute to the man, the 
myth and the legend, per-
forming alongside Queen of 
Soul, Tina Turner.

General admission tick-
ets are $45.

For tickets or more infor-
mation, visit www.rockville 
md.gov/theatre, call the box 
office at 240-314-8690, or 
email theatre@rockville 
md.gov. F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Theatre and Glenview 
Mansion are located at 603 
Edmonston Drive.

Mark Your Calendars for  
Movies in the Parks
Four Movies. Four Weeks. Four 
Neighborhood Parks

The 2019 schedule is:
• “Smallfoot” (rated PG) on 

Aug. 7, at Calvin Park, 1248 
Gladstone Drive.

• “The Mighty Ducks” (PG) 
on Aug. 14, at Woodley 
Gardens Park, 900 Nelson St.

• “The Little Mermaid” (G) 
on Aug. 21, at Maryvale 
Park, 812 First St.

• “Sherlock Gnomes” (PG) on 
Aug. 28, at Potomac Woods 
Park, 1380 Stratton Drive.
Learn more at www. 

rockvillemd.gov/moviesinthe 
parks.

Deadline Approaches to Prove You’re a TERRIFIC Kid
tendance in school for one 
month, volunteering with a 
charity, picking up litter in a 
public place or helping some-
one who is sick or elderly, are 
eligible. (Students must have 
a sponsor to monitor their 
progress.) 

Successful participants 
receive a certificate for taking 
part and are invited to attend 
the Mayor and Council meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Monday, May 6. 

Find details and down-
load a form at www.rockville 
md.gov/terrificbikes. 
Questions? Call 240-314-8620.

Awardees receive their 
reconditioned bikes and new 
helmets at a special event, 
10 a.m.-noon and 1-3 p.m., 
Sunday, May 19, hosted by 
Rockville Bike Hub, where 
bikes will be fitted and kids 
will receive a brief safety 
orientation.

Have a bike to donate? 
Email rockvillebikehub@
gmail.com or visit www.
rockvillebikehub.org for 
more information.
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Questions, Concerns 
or Ideas?
Reach out to Rockville City 
Manager Rob DiSpirito at 
rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov 
or 240-314-8102.
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The Rockville Recreation 
and Parks Foundation has 
awarded six grants worth al-
most $10,000 to help the 
Recreation and Parks 
Department provide improved 
services to the community.

Grants were awarded to 
enroll teams from the city’s 
Latino Youth Development 

Recreation and Parks Foundation Awards Grants
Soccer Program in local 
leagues, purchase pickleball 
equipment for the city’s ex-
panding programs, provide 
drawstring backpacks for 
campers so they can stay orga-
nized over the summer, and 
expand garden projects at 
Twinbrook and Lincoln Park 
community centers. 

who were doing the same job.
With your promotion you be-
came the first woman at the 
command level of Rockville’s 
police department. What 
does this mean to you?

Although I am very proud 
to be the first woman to be 
promoted to a command level 
position within the Rockville 
City Police Department, I be-
lieve we have always had a 
level playing field.  We do not 
see one another according to 
our gender or race; we view 
one another as equal officers 
doing the same job for the 
right reasons. We currently 
have another female officer 
who is a supervisor in patrol 

as a sergeant, and another who 
recently retired. I am excited 
to be given this opportunity 
to take my career another step 
further.
Tell us about your new job 
and its duties.

I will be the midnight pa-
trol commander. It is impor-
tant that we have a member of 
our command staff (ranks of 
lieutenant and higher) directly 
involved with policing in the 
city. Our officers respond to 
various critical incidents, and, 
on occasion, command staff 
are required to be present as 
a resource for our immediate 
patrol supervisors (sergeants) 
when necessary.
What do you enjoy about 
your job?

I have always been drawn 

Funds were also provided 
to purchase GoPro video 
equipment for the teens pro-
gram and a snow-plow attach-
ment for smaller park paths 
and sidewalks. 

The foundation is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization that 
awards grants twice a year to 
help improve recreation activi-

ties and facilities in the city. 
Most funds are raised 
through the foundation’s an-
nual golf classic, which this 
year will be held 8 a.m. 
Friday, May 3 at Hampshire 
Greens Golf Course, 616 
Firestone Drive, Silver Spring. 

For more information, vis-
it www.rrpfi.org.

Rising to Command
continued from pg. 1…

to community policing – to 
make a positive difference in 
someone’s life. Even if it only 
happens once in a police of-
ficer’s entire career, it’s worth 
it. I believe it is crucial to 
build direct communication 
and solid bridges with the 
community we serve. Those 
bridges should be traveled 
both ways. I’ve developed a 
wonderful relationship with 
many community members. 
It is because of these relation-
ships that community mem-
bers won’t hesitate to reach 
out to me if there is a problem 
in the neighborhood, or in 
some cases, at home. Working 
together, we can continue to 
make Rockville a wonderful 
place to live and work.
What’s something the com-

munity should know about 
police officers?

The overwhelming ma-
jority of police officers, male 
or female, are dedicated to 
upholding the Constitution 
and law. Police officers die 
almost daily doing their job. 
I have chosen this profes-
sion for a purpose and I will 
give my best until the end. To 
quote Robert Peel [called “the 
Father of Modern Policing”]: 
“The police are the public and 
the public are the police; the 
police being only members 
of the public who are paid to 
give full-time attention to du-
ties which are incumbent on 
every citizen in the interests 
of community welfare and 
existence.” 

Position to Focus on  
Business Community

The Mayor and Council heard updates at their 
March 25 meeting on progress made toward 11 
strategies that would strengthen Rockville Town 
Center’s vitality. 

Chief of long range planning, David Levy, has 
been named assistant director of planning and busi-
ness improvement, and has become a liaison to the 
business community in Town Center and across 
the city.

In conjunction with the city manager and the 
Mayor and Council, the assistant director is working 
directly with Rockville Economic Development, Inc. 
(REDI), the Rockville Chamber of Commerce and 
other members of Rockville’s staff to:
• Identify and solve problems in commercial ar-

eas that are important to the city’s economy. 
• Facilitate communication between the busi-

ness community and city government. 
• Coordinate action among public, private and 

nonprofit stakeholders.
• Develop a plan, with goals and strategies, for 

increasing the vitality of the city’s business ar-
eas, including Town Center.

• Pursue outside grants and other resources, 
including helping to forge new public-private 
partnerships.
At a Nov. 13 special meeting of the Mayor and 

Council, city staff presented the 11 potential ap-
proaches to address opportunities and challenges 
for the mixed-use activity center in the heart of 
Rockville.

To watch the Mayor and Council’s March 25 
discussion on Town Center, visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/AgendaCenter, and select the TV icon next to 
the agenda item.


